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WARRUP FOREST BLOCK 

Statement 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]: Tonight I want to talk about a matter to do with forest 
conservation that relates to a petition that I tabled in this place earlier today, containing a considerable number of 
signatures. The forest area that I want to talk about is the Warrup block, which is about 25 kilometres south east 
of Bridgetown and about 30 kilometres north east of Manjimup in the Greater Kingston forest region, which 
members may or may not know is predominantly jarrah-marri forest. It is regionally significant, locally 
significant and nationally significant for its rare, endemic and threatened species, especially small mammals. 

The reason people in Western Australia have presented a petition is that this forest block is in imminent danger 
of being logged. One of the ongoing issues with logging in Western Australian forests is that there is increased 
pressure on areas that were not included in the resolution of the Regional Forest Agreement. I visited this block 
not that long ago and walked around it with the locals, in particular, people from the Bridgetown – Greenbushes 
Friends of the Forest who were very knowledgeable and very attached to this area. It is a special region. It 
contains the last intact, extensive and unreserved high conservation value forest in the Greater Kingston region. 
Warrup landscapes retain old-growth characteristics of old trees with hollows, mature understorey and little 
evidence of disturbance. Interestingly enough, this is because this particular area was only selectively logged and 
just the once for jarrah between the 1940s and the 1960s. People who are familiar with our native forests would 
know that some areas were fairly lightly logged because in those days, particularly during the 1940s, only the 
best trees were taken out. Fifty or so years later those areas still contain very significant mature trees and it is a 
magnificent area of forest. It is mixed old growth, high conservation value forest with significant old growth, 
particularly in western Warrup, being the state forest side, and eastern Warrup, being the national park. These 
forest forms have very high quality habitat for a diverse suite of vertebrate and invertebrates, particularly, 
interestingly enough, Gondwanan species. Those are some of the very ancient invertebrates that we have in 
Western Australia. Ten threatened species occur in Warrup and three of these—the woylie, the brush-tailed 
phascogale and the forest red-tailed black cockatoo—have had their threatened status increased since the present 
forest management plan began in 2004. The plan for logging is based on the forest management plan that was 
initiated in 2004. Since that plan was put in place, three of these threatened species have increased their risk level 
or their level of threat has been ranked more highly. There is even more imperative to protect those habitats that 
still contain these species.  

The location and undisturbed nature of the unreserved forests across central Warrup currently provide a 
continuous, mature forest link between the high habitat value old-growth areas in western and eastern Warrup. In 
addition, this mature forest tract provides an extremely valuable ecological corridor function for north–south and 
east–west movement and migration of animals and plants in the Greater Kingston region. Retention of this 
connectivity and linkage via mature habitat is critically important, especially for rare and endangered species. 
Climate change will intensify stresses on fauna and flora in the region. Interestingly, this is one of the things that 
we are already seeing in the forests. The impacts of climate change are becoming more and more apparent. 
Dramatically contracting rainfall will induce greater southward and westward fauna migration to moister habitat 
with preferred characteristics of diversity and maturity, which is evident in the existing Warrup high 
conservation value forests in central Warrup. Warrup also has a cultural heritage legacy of many recorded 
Indigenous archaeological sites, notable for an inland south west forest. Its mature, little-disturbed forest 
landscapes are still greatly valued by the Nyoongah people today.  

Warrup’s natural and cultural landscapes were classified by the National Trust of Australia in 1998. Warrup’s 
many non-Indigenous cultural heritage values include a significant surviving section of a timber tramway that 
operated from the 1940s with associated cultural relics. This has been nominated for the state Register of 
Heritage Places by the local community, which has shown significant social attachment to the Warrup region 
over many decades. It also has significant European historic heritage values. There are very few surviving 
sections of these tramways.  

Current intensive logging proposals involving cutting to gap and shelterwood in Warrup will effectively produce 
clear-felling over wide areas. This is scheduled to occur in the central and western Warrup in compartments 02, 
06, 07 and 08 from 2000 to 2012. The area to be logged is 1 520 hectares of the last unreserved high 
conservation value forest in this block and in the Greater Kingston forest region. For members’ benefit, that is 
almost the equivalent of four Kings Parks, to get an idea of the scale. In compartment 06, high conservation 
value forest will be cleared right up to the boundary of old-growth areas. This will leave the old-growth areas 
isolated and exposed to adverse edge effects, eliminating the connectivity values the old growth shares with its 
presently bordering high conservation value forest and also diminishing in the long term habitat values in the old 
growth itself. 
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Climate change impacts on the forest have been recently and specifically identified by the Conservation 
Commission as a matter of serious concern but no adaptive management provisions to support forest resilience to 
climate change have been implemented in the current forest management plan period. It is interesting to note that 
the last annual report of the Conservation Commission, which I spoke about in this place previously, made a 
very strong recommendation that there be an immediate review of all logging in native forests. That was a 
recommendation to the minister. Unfortunately, it is not a recommendation that she has taken up, and nor has the 
Minister for Forestry. I am not quite sure who the acting minister is. I think it is the Minister for Environment. It 
was a recommendation of the Conservation Commission in its annual report. I am pretty sure it would be 
referred to the Minister for Environment.  

Adequate protection of Warrup’s special forest environment and its significant biodiversity, connectivity and 
cultural heritage values is urgently required. Consideration must be given to excluding Warrup from any further 
logging by adding Warrup’s remaining unreserved high conservation value forest to the region’s reserve system 
as a new part of the Greater Kingston National Park. This would provide a permanently linked landscape of high 
conservation value between the south western extremity of the national park in eastern Warrup and the Kingston 
fauna habitat zone in western Warrup. Such action would protect, strengthen and sustain for the long term the 
significant natural and cultural values of both Warrup and the Greater Kingston Forest Region for the benefit of 
the environment and the community. 

I encourage members, if they can, to visit this particular forest block. It is a magnificent area. When one takes a 
walk through this area with people who are informed about its environmental attributes, it is hard to imagine why 
it should not be included in the Greater Kingston National Park. It would provide a connection between the other 
areas and it would be a much more viable conservation area if this was achieved.  
 


